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BRIEF ACCOUNT, &q+. 

s o  interesting was t h e  appearance, an3 66 
instructive the conversation of the child, who is the 
subject of the following narratire, on her dying bed; 
that I feel myself constrained by the expectations 06 
those, who risited her and saw the effects of her tri­
umphant faith, a3 well as by the hope of furnishing 
religious instruction to others, to make a public state­
ment of facts concerning her.-To do justice to tha 
sithject is indeed impossible. It would be altogether 
impracticable, within proper limits, to relate all hel: 
interesting conversation, with the explanatory cir­
eumstances, which attended i t ;  and, if it wereprac­
ticable. still i t  would be impossible fully to describe 
khat meek and humhie, hut animated and intelligenC 
aprearance and mode o f  expression, which ewe pe­
auliarfwce to her lanprage, and carried instant oon­
victioii to t h e m i d ?  o f  all, who vere  present. While 
therefore I make the stxte.ne.ai, with the apprehen­

far short of the e~ 

tion t b  state the dinpie facts, with all the accuracy, 
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*hioh rap reabllection, assisted by the recollection of 
h.iends, e in  furnish; and commit the narrative t o  
the blessing of Henreu, praving that i t  may be prohi. 
ahle for those who read i t ;  that i t  may- encourage 
parents l o  dedicate their children to God, t e  carry 
ihem in tlie arms of faith and prarer to Chriat. :!id 
to  begin ea-ly to briug them up in the nurttire aild ad-
monition of the Lord-that it may lead children to 
think of dying, and prepare for deatli aad hemen­
+ h q i t  may show to all, who renbit ,  the :,o%er and 
sxcehency of vitai religion, nnd induce them imme­
diately and peweveringly to m k  that good part, 
which can never be taken from then. 

Though MIanu .4+x wae, by local situation and 
baptism, a lamb of my flock, and of course rindeF 
my pastoral instruction and ocraaiona1:y within my 
.personal observ.at.:on ; yet I discovered in her no 
ingvefy peculiar, till her confineinent with the d 
ease, nhich terminated her life." She began indeed 
t o  attend on aatechetiea! instruction a t  an earl? peri­
od; and, I believe, never failed tn atterr! the lecturcs 
.in the district, to aliich sl,e belongerl, ti!! the l a s t  
Spring, mahen she was prevented by 11or declining 
health. During t!,eae exercises she always appeared 
attentire, and solnetirnes so!emnly impressed. She 
repeated the catecbisins,hymns,and portions of Bcrip­

*Her direare was very peculiar in ia syntoms and operation ; 
&ding the discernment, and b a l i n g i h e  skiil, of (he best phy­
aieians : and for a long time gradually undermining her conitiiu­
tien Bod a a a h g  her wmgth. She was, however confined to 
t h e  hou e !.at a iew weeks 4 nor was her recavsry dcrpaired of, 
tin thii Eonfinemeat. 



jure, which she had committed to memory, with prc­
priety, seriousness, and evident attention to the 
meaning. But in nli this she was not distinguished 
from some dther children in each of our districts. I 
never, attend t o  the instroction of “these little 
ones,” aithout observing more or less of this appa­
rent seriousness in a portion, at  least, of the chil­
dren-without hoping, that the seeds u 
Oaking toot in their :pang and tender‘ m 
out beiug fully persuaded, that the most 
of aminister’s labors is that, which he de 
I‘ larnbs of t lw tlunk?L--n-ithout resolving twdontinue 
and increase these labors-without irishing, tbat pa-
rents would bc more faithful. in instructing their chil­
dren, and more careful i o  encourage their punctaal 
attrndance on pastoral instruction. 

But although, at  these uccasional interriews, 1ob-
serred nothing very peculiar in Mary Ann-not!iiiig 
t o  distinguish her from some other children of her 
q e  j get every thing in her appearance ii-as certain­
ly consistext with the supposition of her being then 
t !u ly  pious. This supposition is rendered probable 
bj the foliowing account of her by her mothPr.--Ma­
ry Ann, she informs me, was a child of mueh gaieky, 
high spirits, and persevering ehstinacy, till between 
the fourth aud fifth gear of her age. About this pe­
riod there was a sensible chanpe in her disposition 
and taste. Instead of being thoughtless, peevish, and 
self-willed ;she grsdualLy became sedate, me&, x b ­
missive, and carefully attentive to the comr.isnds and 
wishes of her parentj. She beyan ti::< +viseto make 
@inquiries OR reli&ii:ussubjects i and gave greLt atten: 

*2 
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&onhareligions conversation and instruction. &e 
soon became fond of retirement, especially on the 
.Lord’s day ; and spent much of the time, which was 
not occupied i n  sttending social worship, in reading 
the Bible, hymns for children, and other books of 
piety suited to her age. She very soon-read the Bi­
ble through in course; and never nezlected to make 
it hebprincipa.1 study. In most of her religious books 
she kept a nuniber of marks, that she might readily 
find those passages, which she wished often to peruse. 
This thoughtfulness commenced soon after the death 
of her sister j* by which, though not then five years 
old, she was deeply affected. She was frequently 
heard to say, that she wished she was RS good as E­
lizabeth, that if she should die, she might be s i t h  
her. From that period i t  i s  known,’ that she often 
retired to her clamber for prayer j and, i t  is believ­
ed, that, till the time of her confinement with sick-
Bess, she never failed, at stated times, to retire for 
secret devotion. She sometimes asked her mother in 
the course of the day, whether she had prayed that 
morning, adding, Mamma, I have prayed for you.” 
She often reminded her brother and little sisters of 
the duty and privilege of prayer; and sometimes 
tenderly and ao lewly  reprored them for their faults, 
and exhorted them to retire and pray God to forgire 
&em. Often vould she recommend pmj-er, as the 
best means of obtaining relief, in seasons af pain and 
-distress ; and when she liesrd of any one in afflictioa 
,#lie would say in language of the apostle j ‘iIsany 

gEliz&tb aax died June 94, 1810, ia the ninth year of 
w SSC 
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afflicted ? let  him pray:’-Still howe.ier, sbe‘oftct 

appeared anxious, and expressed a fear?that her sins 
were not forgiven. One night in particular, not twa 
years ago, her mother heard her neeping in bed j and 
upon inquiry learned, that she had been thus weeping 
for hours. She bad, she said; h e m  examining her-
self. and remembering, t!:at a lung time before, she 
had spoken what v a s  not  strict17 true. she was p i e ?  
ed, that she should ererhare committed aogreat a “in; 
and feared, t!iat Gad would not  forxire her. She 
frequently appeared likewise t o  be grieved by the 
wickedness of others j especial1.v by the awful sin of 
prefane sivearing ; she has been heard to sap, ‘g 0, 
what will become of that profane and vicked child, 
if he does not repent.” 

t her heart was earlg renewed by di­
e k e  strengthened by her own sim­

ple and natural relation of her past reffections and 
experiences, as made to me  at  diifererlt visits, during 
her sickness. ‘The substance of this relation, col. 
lected from my minutes of her sereral conrersations 
with me, I will give in this connexion : “Soon after 
my sister’s death, I thoqbt:  that I might die t o o  ; 
and I felt afraid, if I should die, that I s!;ould not 
go to heaven. I knea,  thnt 1 v a s  a sinner, and I 
feared that my sins were not forgiven.” Being ask­
ed, what she did, when she felt’thus afraid. she a m I  
aered, ‘‘ I used to gs by mi-self, and CPT and pray’? 
Being askel again, whether she found reliefin praf­
er, she answered j “Sometimes I did, and some-
Cmes my fears remained.”-She said, nhile she at-
tended theMissesBoardman’a sclrool, her mind w-m 
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Lore deeply impressed with a sense ofsin, than ey, 

er hefore; and her anxiety greatly increased.-* 
When they read to us and talked to us about good 

things, I frequently felt, as if I should burst into 
tears; and corning home, I used sometimes to a a l k  
by myself> and think j and I often <.ept, and said te 
myself, 

'7%L point I longto know. 
Oft i t  csuie( aoxiouc thought; 
Do I love the Loid, or DO 1 
Am I hi,, or am I not ?" 

Being asked in this connesion, whetlier she % 

satisfied on this point, she answered j '' 1L'e 
since I have been- confined to this obamber. I used 
sometiiue~to hope; but I feared toe. I c ~ u l dn d  
tell, whether I did lore God a i t h  all m i  heart, UP 
not. But I alrvays hoped, that he would spare m y  
life, till I should repent, and know that I loved him." 

This account of her experiences is perfectly con­
sistent with her general appearance, when firit con-
fined to her sick chamker. Having for a long tirr.e 
been thoughtful on religious suhjects. and priJbably 
nnder the influence of holy principle ; but n e w r  sat­
'isfied, that she had truly repenten-that she had ob­
h ined  an interest in Christ through faith in his blwd 
-that she did lore Gad supremely, she of course felt  
same degree of anxiety in the near 5iew of death. 
Accordinglp, when I first ~ i s i t e dher in her sickness, 
she appeared thouglxtfu! and silent-peculiarl? atten. 
hiveto the few general observations, which :%-eremade 

p i 8 ,  I in informed, ww shoat e yeear bdore her deli$ 
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ta her ; but rather disinclined to reply. At ffie ti& 
sfm y  second visit, made at  her particular request, 
July 5 ,  her appearance was the snme ; I found her 
still ansious and apparently full of contemplation. 
But, as she seemed still inclined to be silent, and as 
I wished to araid every thing, which might alarm her 
and sink her spirits, I said but little; and nothing, 
so far as I can recollect, calculated to increase her 
apprehension of death. But after afew remarks, di­
recting her thoug!its to Christ, I praved with her and 
withdrew. In tlie course of the day, however, she-
said to her mother; $ 6 1  do not expect to  live long.“ 
Being asked, whziher she were willing to die, she 
answered; “ I  should be willing, if I knew my sine 
were pardoned?’ and added, 6‘ I should be glad ts 
be one of the little Aock, which the Snrior carries 
i n  bis arms.”. While slie v ~ smaking these and oth­
er similar remarks, she seemed much affected, and 
occasionally wept. But this state of anxiety and 
distress of mind did not long eontinne. She request­
ed her niotlw to pray with her, soon becnrne tran­

fter espressed a fearful apprehen: 
sion of dr5th. 

On Sainnlay July 6: she began i n  conrerse freelr 
with her friends, coxerning her situation and prow 
pectr. With composure and apparent satisfaction, 
she ofter? spoke ofleasingthe world. Shesaid j “Jly 
doxihis are all reImoved-lny sins are forgiTen--I am 
wiiling to die at  aiiy time, ~ l w nGod shall p l e a s e 4  
mi ready this hour j but I hope I shall wait patiently 
God‘s time.” I n  t!le cwwse of the  day she requested 
her mother to read to her pariions of the Bibleand 
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@tr relisous books. Among the hymns, which shb 
pointed out, as peculiarly pleasant to her ;and w h i o ~  
though she could repeat it, she desired her motbw to 
ma, was that beautiful hymn by Doddridpe, 

doc Iaracl’s gentle Shepherd stand, 

With d l  engnpmg charms, 

Hark, how he cdla the tender I a , n ~ b  

And folds them m his arms V. 


On Lord’s day, July 7, she appeared uniform& 
Pappy. She often spoke of dying; and expressed not 
only a millingeess, but A d w r e  to  be gone. “I long,” 
uhe said, “ t o  be in my Sanor‘s arms ”-$‘ There are 
no terrors in death to them, that love God “-4fter 
apeakin8 of her parents-of he1 affection for them, 
*eir kindness to  her, and the prospect of he, sepeta. 

from them, she said j “But I shall not feel the 
ant offnther or mother cn heaven; my Sa,ior mill 

be all in all.” I n  a season ofbodilv p i n ,  she check* 
cd her groans, and said j “Shall I complain ? I should 
do wong to complain. When my Sanor was nailed 
to the crass, he prayed for his enemies, and said, 
Father forgive them, for the3 know not nhat they& 
and his sufferings nele fot m j  sins ”-M hea her un­
ele and aunt Dognett mere p-epanng to ieturn home, 
she called them to her b e d - d e :  first kissed her UP* 
sle and said j 6‘ I do not expect to see you again in 
this vorld, but i hope to meet you in another and a 
better rror‘d ” She then kissed her aunt and said; 
‘.Gire my love to Sophia, and Jane‘; tell them 
W be good pi-Is, and seek the Lord early, and t h T  

* T ~ Q  of naulp the ~ z u eE U ~ P I  %ge with her OWm 



i t  .......... 

will eurely and him.”-From the observations, with 
which she almost filled up this day, so interesting to 
her friends’and so apparently happy to herself, I 
might select many others, rllich have been stated to 
me, equPlly impressive with the preceding; hut it 
will he sufficient to add, ia t l l is connexion, her con­
versatiun wit%Mr. Oliver Brown. Having united 
With her parents i n  requeatine public prayers, she 
was visited at  evening hy Mr Riown, vho supplied 
m? pulpit on thir dap. The fullowing is an extract 

Atrr iiforniing her w!,at her \lamma had to ld me of 
her happy Frame o f  % i d ,  I asked her r k a t  made ker 
so hap?? ? She answered. SOD. I then asked her iP 
she loved GOD ? She said. ybs Sir. ‘How lung d c  
you think ycu have loved him I Sereral year?.’ I 
then asked ker, if sbB prayed t o  him ;if she loved to 
pray :and if she wished me to pray for her ? To each 
of these questions s!ie answered In the a%,-native, 
To the queation, what do you aish me to pray fer e 
s h  replied, ’That I may go to heaven.’ I then ask, 
rd her if Christ appeayed precious and lovely,ts her5 
and if. when she prayed, 6 h P  asked GOD to answer 
and hless her for his s rke?  Her answers --ere, Ye# 
Eiv. When I asked if she had any anxiety ahout dy­
ing,she immediately replied,No Sir. ‘Should yo* 
not be glad to lire, that gcu might be with your Papa 
and Mamma, and pour hrutiner aFd little sistf‘rs ? If 
SfOD plopses: ‘You wish me tu pray for them Q@ 



a0 veu not?  Yes Sir; and for every hody.’ 6 Them 
you a-ish everj- body to become good--do you 3 Tea 
Sir.’ * no you pray for them, yourieff? yes Sir.’ 
-Such, Sir, were parts of our conversation j and I 
bare no recollection of anyespression from the child,, 
which uas  not equally satisfdctory. The interview 
was deeply interesting to me ; and I do not know, 
that it appeared less interesting t u  any individud 
present. -411 aere  in tears; and they appeared to be 
tears oF j o y  The evidence of grace and of triua­
phant hit5 fnr exceeded any [bad  ever before wit­
n e w d  ir! a c!dd so yooug. 1 think we may sty;
‘I$ isennugh.’ x 

Munda?; Jalp 8 j On my return to Dedham, from 
*%cb 1 had keer. t , m  Ga?s absent, I hastened to r i d  
this sick child, tt onse conversation ~ i i dappearance 
bad become so interesting, a.nd instruct;ve. TVnen 
I entered the chamber, she seemed to he in 3 quiet 
deep. Her countenance was placid. and ir.iicatwe 
efthe state of her miud. Ber ppacefd F<.UI  had 
“impressed upon her face a lovely imane of itself.” 
It so011appeared, however, tkat  she u l a  not asl*ep. 
dseason ofbodily d i s t r q l i a d  exhausted her st?er,+tb 
and rendered her peculiarly languid. Rut  notnith­
danding her extreme debility, she readilj and c?~eer­
fully entered into conversation with me; and hex. 
strength seemed to increase, as she s!:ake. She told 
me, what indeed I bad iearned by o t k s ,  t i  
I visited her last, she had been made pe~fectl 
-1 asked her, whether she espected to get i\ ell P 
She said in reply; I have no espectatiol of lirine: 
bjqg.‘; I askedher whether she wished to gi;t Hdl p 
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She answered, ‘‘ So Sir; I am ready to die; I wiih 
to be gone.” I then said ;Mary Ann, should yon 
not be willing t o  lire longer with !our parents and 
friends on the earth P To tl-23 question she replied ; 
“If  God should please to continue me, I hope I 
>hould.” Do you then, I asked,feel entirely recon­
ciled to the will of God, wvlaterer i t  mny he ? Her 
reply was ; 6‘ I think I do--I am 4 x 8 ,  that I lore 
God.” To the question, why do you loye him 2 She 
answered; “Because he is good-good to me. He 
was good to me, when I v a s  a nicked child ;he has 
given me many good things; he preserv’ed me j arid 
he has forgiven my sins.”-After we had united in 
prayer for her: a r d  for otbetgnt her request; she ad-
dressed to me the following question; s< Iiow long, 
Sir, do you think I sliall l ire ?’ I ansivered, that i t  
was impossible-for as to kuon-that, although we did 
not expect it, she might recover. PerceiTing, that 
she felt disappointed by the answer; and being appre­
hensire, that a strong desire to depart had prompted 
her question, I z p i n  asked; (‘Are yon not willing 
t o  get well-are >-on not willing to wait, till your 
change come ?” Te this inquiry she seemedfor a mo­
ment to hesitate, ryhat answer to return. But after 
some delay and wident meditation, she replied witB 
rinusuaJ deliberation ; I hope....I...am.5’ The man­
ner of this reply proved to me: that her desire to de-
part *.ma so strong, as to try her submission; while 
her conscience was so tender, es to prevent heran­
amring, till she had.thoroughly considered the q u e s  
tion. Xor after all was she able to answer without 
‘somehesitation and evident struggle of mind. l t i s  

% 



.proper, hoaerer, to obserre, that in all her co~nersa­
tions with me, she never for a moment betrayed the 
least symtom of distru3t in the divine government 
nor insubmission to the divine will, except on this sub­
ject. 

Tuesday, JuIJ- 9;  I found Uary.Ann apparentl: 
stronger, and more able to conrerse. Accordingly I 
embraced this opportunity to gain some knoaledge 
of her past experiences. The substance of the ac­
,count, which she Rave me: has been already stated.* 
After she had finished her simple and interesting re­
lation, .I inquired, what led her to make the ohser­
ration to her mother, a few daps before, that she 
should hewilling to die, if she knew her sins were 
forgiven? She ansn-ered ; ‘6 I don’t remember what 
led me to say i t  a t  that time. But I did not then feel 
sure, as I do now, thst they uere fargiven. S o w  I 
feel 3we of ibis j because I am sure, that I love God 
with ail my heart.”-Much conversation, beside that, 
preriouslp stated, took place at  tliia intervieir., con­
cerning her former fears,and doubts,and trials ;and in 
ev-erj thing,which she,said+he was equallj- consirtent 
and intelligent. Every heart TTas interested and ev­
ery mind impressed.-When I spoke of going, she 
iequested me to  pray uiih lier ; and zdded: ‘4 Do, 
Sir, pray for other little children, that the7 ma:- all 
become good, and be happy.” After prayer she taok 
m y  hand, gently pressed i t  to, her lips, and in fhe 
most affectionate manner thanked me for my atten­
tion to her.-Thos ended this long and interesting 
visit. The interview was indeed solemn j but fome 

*>ee p*ges, 7 & 8. 



corered so much evidence, 
f her sslration. IIo7,r 

11 ivllich 1IeCt her cha:n­

id kiionletlge had become iiwiser t h m  her  teach-
P ~ s . : ?  But as soon a4 I liad returned on TllurrdaJ, 1 
basiened to the chamber, i\hich had become so inter­
esting-

Privileptshove the comnion walks of life."' 

I h n d  her s!M rejoicing in the f d l  assurance of hope 
-speaking of death a i thout  fear, of her interest in 
Christ a i r l iout  doubt, of her anticipation of heaven 
n-ith joJ- and ardent desire. Her coiifideiice of ac­
ceptance with Gad'\was a t  this tircc peculiarly strong j 
aod by nothing, wliich I could say, (and 1 7 ~ 3 5willing 
to  t r  the s:rength of lier faith,) could I raise i n  her 

one fearful apprehension. or for a moment c!i-
i he. ardent desire of death. I said, Mary 

Ann: :;ou s8e:m sure of going to henren, when pun 
die ; but is it certain, that  you will ; may you no t  be 
decched ? Lier rep!j- w a j  j i' No Sir, I think, I e m ­
ii)t be deceived! I think, I shall certainly go to lieav. 
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pn; because I am sure, tliat I lov-e God with all m3 


mlmness, humility, and expressive intelligence, as 

to preyent the !east suspicion, either of enthusiasm, 

or insensibili?.y. Wishing, howerer, to try her sub-, 


she did not feel willing to be rentoi.ed to  liealtli ? 

With BOm? hesitation she replied; ‘<1hope-I think 

I do;” hut she added immediately ( c  I had rather 

die now.” I then pnt the questi 

form, and said if God has on? t!,in 

suffer in this u-orld fo; his glory-

comfort is lour  friends-if you might be useful t o  

otliers-if you might i n  m y  wa? 6 0  p o d .  diou!d gou 

uot be wi!ling to re:nain on eirtb .> H e r  repi?, t h q h  


her to I~imself~Bhc l ikeaiae renewed l i w  request at  


rrho for a fen  t i s y  had been confined t o  !iis ci:aml.er. 

-At this intcrriew niueh was said, D o t  only to t r j  

:he strength of her liopc, but t?  discover the founda­

tion,on w h i d  it wasbuilt. The particulars of the 

c?nrersation, i t  would be uje!eps to relate. I t  is 8°F-


ficient to add, that all he: ansvers and observations 
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were made with so much intelligence and feeling, a8 
to afford to me the highest satisfaction, and con\,ince 
me, beyond a doubt, that she had placed her Iiqe 
solely on the Lord, Jesus Christ. I therefore left 
her; fully persuaded of her preparation for death. I 
could not for a moment doubt, that she was a child of 
God, and an heir of glory, “ already meet to be a 
partaker of tlie saints’ inheritance in light.” SO 
strung was her prevailing, her constant desire, to  

depart and be with Christ,” and so strong was the 
impression on my mind, that for her t od ie  would be 
gain,that I could no longer wish, nor pray for her 
continuance in tlie flesh. hnd’a l l  my visits after 
this ~ w r emade rather for tlie sake of learning, than 
teaching the way of life. Her cliamber had indeed 
iiecoiiie a school of piety ; and none, possesiing a 
teachable disposition, could enter i t  without improve­
ment. There FOU might see the power and console­
tions of religion. There you might learn to 2ive.te-
the glory of God, and die in peace. 

On Friday I risited Mary Ann twice, and o n  Sat. 
urday once. At all these risits I found her alwajs 
the same; perfectlj happy, quiet as a lamb, full of 
intelligence, expressing unbounded confidenre i:i hex 
Eod and Savior, and rejoicing in-the near yiev of 
death. I commenced conrersation with her, at une 
uf these interviews, by inquiring whether die had 
tllought of God that morning I Wi8i readinees and 
in an espresjire manner, she ansn-ered (< 0 Yes Sir; 
1 love him, and hal-e been thinking of him with much 
pleasure.”--dt my second visit on Friday I sqiig sev. 
era1 of her favorite hymns, with which she seemc4 

*% 
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highly gratified. le a particular manner,I sl~allnev­
er forget the pleasing animation, which her couten­
ance assumed, when I sung the following lines, which 
close one of Mrs .  Steele’s most beautiful hymns; 

Hope wipes the tear f rom sorrowk eye, 
And faithpoints uprard to the h~p. 
The promise guider her ardent flizht, 
And joy8, noknown to senre, invite 
Thaas blimiul iegiana te explore, 
Where piearore blooms to fade no mare. 

d likewise rezd to her the folloving passage, iu 
which the apostle relates his experience in view of 
death; PHIL.i, 23, 34. For Iam i n n  strait befmixt 
fmo,hazing a desire to depavt, and t o  be with Christ, 
which is far better; newrtlteless t o  abide i n  tkepesh is 
move tieedfd for you. This language, she said, fully 
espressed her feelings. But she added, “It seems 
to me best, t l iat1 should die now; I should be more 
happy, and I can serve God in heavea, as well as on 
earth.’’ Being asked, whether she feared, that E ! I ~  

should commit sin, if her life s ! d d  be prolonged ? 
shereplied,” It seems to me, that I could not; I think 
1 shall love to serve God, whereser I am.” But check­
ing herself, ske said ;‘$1don%know ;I desire and ex­
pect to go soon.:’-Being about to leave her, and 
thinking it probable, that. I should have 110 further 
epportuniy for conversation with her, I suggested 
this to her, and asked, vhether she had any thing 
more to spy to me ? With deliberation and great ten­
derness, she ansxered ; ‘‘I believe, 1 have said all.>’ 
Shethen took my hand and said: ‘8 Sir, shall I kiss 
you 3:’ and immedhtely added ; ‘‘Farewell i I hope 
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I siial! meet 7 i iwith all my friends, i n  heal-en.>>­
Joy beained in her eyes. Kindness dae l t  on her 
tanxrie. Her looks and her tone of mice expressed 
more, than her words. I left her witli mixed emo. 
tions, not to be described ! Nay her prayer be an­
swered, and the anticipated meeting rrnlized ! 

I n  the course of my pastoral visits to  this young 
parishioner, on her dying bed, she made many other 
observations, which a t  the time were equally interest­
ing with those I hare re!ated, and of ivhich I 
daily memorandum. But I hare felt the nece 
omitting them ia this narraiire, that I r.ight End a 
place for a fesv of lher remsrks to others, as reported 
t o  me by her mother.-When one observed to her, 
7.t.a.t she had lost nius‘. sleep iii !.w 5icknesq &a re.. 
plied ; ‘ 6  Yes, but 

In wakeidhouri of nigh? 
I call my Cod io mind.” 

Gnce being in distress, she said, 

I i.m do 811 rbings, or i z i  bee. 
Aiirufferingr, if my Lord be iherc.’ 

While having her clothes exchanged one morning, 
she said ;(‘I shall not need clothes much longer. 
shall soon be clothed in robes of the Sarior’s right­
eousness.” At another time she said ;‘‘I shall BOOB 

be in that happy place-shall soon rest my head OR 

my Sarior’s bosom. Why are his charriot wheels se 
!on% in coming ?” Speaking ofher !ove to ihe Savior, 
xnd ha- as6urance ofhis 1or.e to her, she said ;“ I  ney­
f r  knev what haoniness was before j myjoy is incon-

I 
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ceivsable.” Slie particularl) requested her frienda 

her Bhle and Pdm Book, and said j ‘.0 Johii, do 
t r j  to be agood boy, and read you’ Bible eueiy da:; 
play daily to God, t’iat he may pardon your sins; and 
a h a j s  be ooedient to joui parents, that, when you 
I i ~ u p o i i j o u ~death bed, ~ o umay be as happy as I 
dm:’ She then cailed her sisters, slid gave thein the 
s m e  soleinn and affectionate exhortation She a t  
the s m e  time entreated hci motber to be faithful in’ 
matrucbrg her children.--Bj Im request a numter 
of her little companions liere sent for. T o  ail of 
them she apoke a i th  tenderness and affection j and 
hid them adleu. To E. Fisher, who n a s  near her 
age, and with whom she liad been pecullarlj jnt.­
mate, *he said; (‘0 niz dear Elizabeth, you and I 
h e  spent meny happy h o u s  together. But now I 
am going tg heal en. Don’t forget me. Do praj dai­

od. Try to be good. If you seek the Lord 
ear y, pot n ill find him. I wish jou to attend my i u ­
neral, to hear the prajer and go to thegrare.” She 
requested hkewse, that all her school mates might be 
lnrited to attend foL the same reason. 

The Saturday n:ght, preceding her death, aa ,  n 
peculiarly interesting iiiglit to her friends From 
eleven to twelve o’clock, she was in great distress of 
body, and said but little. Once, honeuer. she said j 

0,these are pleasant groans ta  me; for they are r n j  



2i 
.......... 
lgst!” T h e j  won, indeed,hacame pleasant to others, 
for theyaeregradually turned to singing. For some 
time she continued to sing with a strong and melodi­
oils voice, but without any distinct articulation. At 
length a neighbor, who was present, incidentally re-
marked, ‘(I wish, that Mary Ann could sing so, that 
we might understand, what she is singing.” Without 
making any reply to this remark, which wa3 not in-
deed addressed to her, she immediatelp sung, with 
distinctness of articulation and in a manner pec.Aia-­
iy impressive, tne fol!owing lines by Dr.WP:$; 

leius can make a dyino bad 

Fed ad:, aa downy pillow&ace i, 

While on hir bieaat I lean mg head, 

Aod bresthe my life oa: mwPet1y:here. 


From thanat t ine  she continned to sing for an hoEi; 
though not a regular tune, yet with great melody and 
expression. 8o:netimes she sung portions of hymns i 
.Taut generally short eztexpnrzneous sentences an4 
ejaculatory petitions, L U C ! ~as these; “0mj- dear Ke-

Lord: do receire me !’.-cL 

0 cowe, IX? dear Jesus !‘;-
SotwithstanZinp her v.eil~nesslml been so :great: 
that she had scarcely been able to speak loud enough 
to be heard, for several hours: yet she sung with so 
tinch energ)., as t u  be heard in all parts of the house. 
When all the family were assembled, and were lis­
tening to her strains of rapture with astonishment, 
one observed, that i t  was strange, she couldSing so 
Imd, since she had appeared so extremely weak, 
&ring the first part of t$e ~ $ b .  To this obserrs-

0 
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ing with me, ‘in pi-aisiag God.!’ When me &ad 
her, wh>- she generally kept her epei shut, d;i!e she 
wns singing, she anme& ; u Because with in? 
bliut, I seemed to see pleasant sidhts.” Being a , 

what she &N, she said j “I seemed sometimes t o  bee 
a brig!it light, like tho burning hush. I s a w  too in? 
Savior vith his little chosen Bock around him-many 
little children praising him. I k o ~ gto be of the num­
ber. I feel Yery tliankful, t in t  he has shown me 
auch a beautiful sight. I shall Boon be nit!, them.:‘ 
-Speaking to those, u;ho stood about her bed, she 
said j “ I  ?\-ish you were all, ns happy as I am.” 

said tuber, i‘f h o p e y o ~ ~ p r a y f w u s ,  
happy, as -on are” j she answered ; 
‘ou i n  my heart, a3 much as I cm.>’ 
teD h i s  friends to pray with her and 

uf tl6e statement I subjoin n o  
tateil, as aell as others, related 
trnordinary. Eut, having re-
m s s e r a l  persons, nlm vere  
15; from two in ,%-hosejudg­

ment and recollection I have great confidence, I fee! 
no liesitancpin declaring, tiiat I helie& t ! ~itatement 
t o  he substantially t rce 
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Dn theSabbath, the day before her death, she ivaa 


ableto sap but little. She frequentlg, howerer, de­
clared her happiness, in view of the near approach 
of death. In the course of the day, she often uttered 
short ejaculatory pra?era, such as the following; 
“Corpe,Lord Jesus; come quickly”-“Lord Jesus,re­
.ceive my spirit,” &c. A t  evening she was visited by 
the Rev. Dr. Holmes, who supplied my pulpit this 
day, and vho in a w v e r  t o  a lefter from me, after 
the death of  Mary Ann, wrote as follorvs : 

Cambridge, 80th Ably 1816. 
DEARSin,-Before your letter reached me, Mrs. 

Haven had informed me of the death of >harp Ann 
Clap. I am glad you intend to publish an account of 
this truly interesting child. So rare an example of 
early piety ought to be perpetuated for the benefit of 
other children. -Next to the Bible, I know no w i t ­
ings better adapted to attract their attention, and to 
impress their hearts, than such biographical narra­
tires. What is merely didactic soon tipea them; 
but these they will read with unwearied continuance 
and incessant delight. 

I wish I could give you the assistance which ~ o u  
ask; but I can do very littleniore than confirm your 
. e m  testimony. The child appeared so extremely 
seak, that I judged i t  prudent to say but.little to lm. 
myself, and to induce her to say still less. To the 
best of my remembrance, these were my quesfions 
and her replies. I asked her, if she were Filling that 
the will of GOD should he done ; and applied the 
question to the case of her sioknoss, and suffering, 



nnd of her depr ture  out of the world. She answer­
ed, that she was willing. I asked her, whether she 
believed, tirat iier sins  were forgiven her, and that, 
were she now to die, she should be happy. T o  which 
she replied, t!iat she hoped-so. In these replies there 
was not the smallest appearance of doubt or distrust; 
but her manner was so placid, so modest and humble, 
as to me, v a s  far more grateful than the language of 
untexiprred confidence. 

Her father asked her, whether she wished me te 
pray urith her. She said Yes; and during prayer 
she appeared devoutly attentive. I again asked her 
concerning her hope of heayen ; and when she had 
fully expressed it, 1 sub,ioined, “ On what account? 
for whose sake, do you hope to go to heaven and 
be h.appy ?” She ansvered, 4‘ For the sake of Jesus 
Chnst.” 

What I saw, or heard, during this short iliterriew, 
confirmed my belief of all that I had heard of the 
child. Connecting my own ebaervations with what 
you and others told me of her previous histor)--her 
diligent perusal of the Bible, her secret pmyer: her 
solicitude about her salvation, terminating in peace 
and hope andjoy-I could not but look upon her as a 
rhild of God, and an heir of glory. 

This example appeared to me (and this I said to 
my family at  my return) a striking proof of the real­
tty and the power of Religion. 

Of the VEQlity of religion I thought it a striking 
groof, because the attention was engrossed hy the 
p a t  cdncerns, and the affections were directed ta 
-the ,patObject,efreliion, at a.period of life, ju%tXt:p 
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pronsuaced ‘(vanity ;” because, a t  an age, niien the 
passions are usually strong and ungovernable, the 
strongest of them-the lore of life, and the fear of 
death-were entirely contronled,if not subdued ;and 
kecause there was not only anindifference to the pre-
sent world, but a fervid, yet rational, desire to leave 
it, in the expectation of going to  a better. Whence 
sogreat a clienge inthe human temper and cliaracter, 
but from Religion ? And whence so transforming a 
power of religion, but from a &cine influence, chang­
ing ‘ithe image of tlre earthly into an image of the 
heavenly,” the child pf Adam into a child of God P 
Of the p m e r  of re!igion I thought i t  a strik­

ing proof, as i t  shelved d:nt blessed evecis i t  --as ca­
pable of producing in tlie soul, thus preparing i t  for 
glory, and honor, and immortality; and as i t  shee­
ed in what peace a Christian, even in the earliest 
stage of existence, can die. 

I could not but take a peculiar interest in this 
child, because i t  brouglrt my own derr Sarah into im­
pressive remembrance.* In a like languishing sick­
ness, she, yon recollect, had similar views and impres. 
sions of retigion, and with like intenseness of spirit, 
songlit a preparation for heaven. Both appeared to 
have ‘(the mind of Christ,” and to be u aforetime 
prepared unto g l o r ~ ”  Both “ sowed’in tears,” and 
“reapedinjoy” here; and both, I doubt not, have 
gone t o  a world, wliere “all tears are wipeii away 
from their eyes.” 

That scch precious examples, especially the one 
Svnh LathropHolmeD, died Etb Mortmber, I S l l ,  age& .I 

7-i 
’8 
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w%h you are delineating, m y  be divinely blest as 
means of firornoting early piety in our own children, 
and in those under our pa~toralcare, and of exciting 
parents and ministers to a more faithful performance 
of our duties to them, 80 that they may be ‘‘ our glo­
ry and joy’’ in that day when the Lord will (( make 
aphis jewels,” is the devout wish and fervent prayer 
of Your friend and brother, 

A. HOL3IE8. 

After my return to Dedham, on Monday, July 15, 
Bvisited this lamb of my Bock for the last time. I 
feund her still in the full exercise of reason,and faith, 
and hope. She was, however, able to say but little; 
and that little xvith afeeble tone of  voice. But her 
looks expressed more, than her words. Her counte­
nance was sweetly interesting-a picture of serenit j  
and joy. The sceneimparted a melancholy pleasure 
to the mind. I could not but rejoice a t  the thoughi, 
that she was abont to “sleep in Jesus.”-Having unit­
ed with her in prayer, or rather in thanksgivixg, I left 
her, to meditate on the wonders of redeeming love j-
I remembered the words of David, the sweet psalmist 
of Israel, i a  which he celebfated the power of divine 
grace; “0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth; who bast set thy glory above 
the heavens ! Out of the mouth ef babesand sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength, because of thine ene­
mies $’-I remembered too, that our blessed B a ~ o r  
ltad appliedthis ‘language to the children in the tem­
ple, who sung hosannas to the Soit of David ;-and 
feiWg@Y~uad&, &at i twas  eqtldly applicable to 
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ihis sanctified child, who had so sweetly celebrated 
+be praises ofher Redeemer, I w a s  constmine? to ac­
knawledge the sovereigntj of divine mercy, and 
say; “Verily, 0 Lord, out ofthe mouth of babes and 
sucklingsthou hast perfected praise”l’Thou hast hid 
these things froin the wise and prudent, and hast rc. 
vealed them unto babes; even so, Father; for so i t  
seemed good in thy sight!” 

Toward the close of the day Mary Ann became 
speechless; thou& i t  was evident tolier friends, that 
she still retained herreason. The last time she apoke, 
rhich vas  about three hours before her death, she re­
newed her declarations of peace and joy ;and at  nine 
o‘clock in the evening she quietly fell asleep.’ 

Thus lived-thus died this interesting child, leal-. 
ing the highest consolation for her pious friends, the 
most solemn warnings for the nicked, and the bright­
est example ofearly piety for her young companions : 
-And thus have Iendeavored t o  give a faitiiful state­
ment of facts conceruing her. To those, wlio were 
indulged with the pririlege of being with herin her 
dckness, the statement will doubtless appear cold 
and deficient. The circumstances, T i  hich gare pecu­
liarinterest to  man1 of her remarks; especially the 
meek and intelligent espression of her countenance, 
cannot be exhibited insimple narrative. NOFhave I 
&e presilmption to expect, that the narratire, simple 
as i t  is, and carefully as it has been made, will he 
fully credited by those, who have no experixental ac­
quaintance with vital religion. I t  may, however, be 
safely affirmed, that no real Christian coald have 
witnessed the whole scene of her sickness without be-
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ing convinced, that she felt tile power, and enjoyed 
%he consolations, of religion. Nor do I believe, that  
an infidel could have stood ten days by her bed side, 
and still remained an open infidel j if not eonverted, 
be would, at  least, hare been confounded and silenc­
ed.--It was, as may be seen by a review of this nar­
rative, on the ientli day before her decease, that the 
fear of death was taken finm her, her faith confirmed, 
and her hope established j and from that time, as far 
as could be discovered, not a fear nor doubt dietress-
Ed her mind. On the contrary her joy seemed to be 
�:ill; and, except iii seasons of bodily pain, without 
interruption. She was always patient and submis­
sive-free to coiwerse with every one, and ready t o  
give 5 reason for the hope,that was in her-affection. 
ate to her friends, earnestly desiring their spiritual 
good, and faithfully exhorting them to seek the Lord 
-humbly but confidently trusting in  God, often 
speaking of his goodness and mercy to her, express­
ing her love to him, and declaring her sure hope of his 
favor tlirougli Jesus Christ-fully expecting death, 
eonversing on her approaching dissolution with $%ti+ 
action, and, like the apostle to the Gentiles, mani­
festing a continual desire, ‘:to depart and be with 
Christ j”-And all this in a manner so interesting, 
with so much simplicity, meekness, and intelligence, 
as to impress every mind and melt every heart. Out 
&her mouth God did, indeed, perfect praise; and she 
seemed to me for these ten days to have anticipated 
the joy and employment of heaven. 

I know,it will be said, all this apparenb happinem 
may haie bees the effect of t h o u g h h s  delirium and 
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a heated imagination j and all these professions of 

humilit:-, love, desire, resignation, and benerolence, 
the result of mechanical instruction j but i t  ivill not 
be said by those, who saw and heard for themselres. 
--It is true, there is such a thing as xain coafidence 
and presumptuous hope. It is, indeed, no evidence 
of preparation for hearen, that a person is easy and 
cantented, in view of deat!~. Thousands, rvitbout 
question, become hardened in impenitence, die in  
tlioughtleas security, and go down to the grave with 
a lie i n  their right hand. But whore an assured hope 
is expressed, connected with a full and rational ac­
count ofthe grounds of that hope, attended with the 
highest manifestations of ail the other Christian gra­
ces, preceded by anxious inquiry and consistency of 
conduct ; especially where all these are united with 
the simplicity of childhood, the evidences of regener­
ation become as clear and decisire, a3 can be exhibit-
ad to  human Tie..\-; and were ve permitted to decide 
with certainty in any case of apiiitnal character, we 
might surely iu one, like this-if in any, rre might 
in this confidently apply the blessedness, promised 
t o  those, who die in the Lord. 

I have oiily to add, a t  the close cftliis narrative, P 
word of exhortation, rvit'n my ardent desire and hum­
hle pral-er, that i t  insy by the blessing of Heaven be -
profitable to all, who read it. May the bereaved 
Liends, nho read it, find consolation. May parentt,
nho read it, resolve to be fpithfd to the souls of their 
shildren. May children, who read it, see tire beauty, 
end feel the importmce, of early'pietr.. %fayall, 
w h  read it: be encouraged to seek :ha! grace: 1 . ._ 

*% 
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is necsssary to guide us through life,& support us b 
deaf&, and prepare us for heaven. 

Reader, a r t  thou a parent ? Be entreated to bring 
your children to Christ in the arms of faithand prayer.
Dedicate them to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
and seek fur them the blessings of the covenant of 
mercyjpromised to believers and their offspring. Pray 
with them, and pray for them. By precept and es­
ample show them the path of life j and put diein in 
t i e  way of receking pastorarinrtructi0n.-It is true, 
YOU cannot change their hearis, nor give them grace ; 
hut you may be the happy instrument ofprocuringfor 
them the blessing of Heaven, and thus promoting 
their spiritual good and everlastingfelicity. While, 
therefore, you lahor to supply them with the meat, 
that perisheth, 0deprive them not of the bread and 
water of life. Butlead them to the fountain sf  living 
waters; and place them before those faithful servants 
of the Lord, whose officeand whose love t o  Christ re-
quire them to-feed both the sheep and the lambs of his 
flock. 

Reader, a r t  thou a child F 0, then, review this nar­
rative-mad it again and again,and think of yourself. 
Though you are young, you are not too young h die. 
-you are not too young, to be happy or miserable­
p u  are not too young, to IOVSand serve ihe Lord. 
It was among the dying requests of Mary . 4 ~ ,that I 
would marn children to Bee from sin, and pmy for 
them and exhort them, that they might he good and 
kaFpy. M y  dear child, let  me entreat you to regard 
t h u  warning. Seek the Lord, while he may be found, 
and sall upon him, while he isnear ;that;d you shodd 
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lis e long en the earth, you ma3 be useful and kawy 

-tl.at,ifyou should die soon, you may die in peace, 
and go to hear en-that, whether living oi djing, you 
maybe the Lord’s. 

Reader, nhoaoever thou aif ,  betold, in  the happy 
sribject of this narrative, the power and excellency of 
vital rehaon; and examine thjself, whether thou 
art  in the faith. .4nd may the grace of our Lo& 
Jesur Chnst, be with thy spirit. .44y~v. 

ELEGY. 


The dear, the lovely child IS dead ! 

I n  silence rests her peaceful head. 

Her soul reneaed by early grace, 

I n  heaven has sought its native place. 


From pain rekascd, from sin removed, 

She dwells with wrom on earth she loved E 

Wiih angel and archangel sings 

I K e  praises of the Kmg of lungs. 


Why, then, for her shouldkindred moura? 

Or wish to call her from that bourn 

Of peace ? Foi her to die was gain ; 

By death released from care and pais. 
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For lxr,  iodeed, no heart can neep, 

Nor wish t o  raise her from her sleep ; 

She sleeps in Jesus, the kind friend 

Of all, who h e  liiin to the end. 


Come, children, learn of Mary Ann 

‘The lesson wise, !-our life to scan ; 

Like her, to God j-our childhood gire ; 

Like hen, by faith in Jesus live. 


In infancy she sought the Lord, 

And loved to pray an2 read his word; 

She learned submission to his will, 

And wished his precepts t o  fulfil. 


To Christ for refugesoon she Red5 

Inhim her after life she led. 

‘3l;elaved that sacred, holy daj-, 

Which gare her time to  read and pray. 


Like her, in prayer look up to God ; 

T o  him submit ;obey his ~ o r d .  

Pour parents love; to all mankind 

Eispkj a ;neck and patient mind. 


Jesus, the gentia; B e p h d ,  seek ; 

We guides the young, supports the weak; 

The tender lambs his arm receives, 

His bosom warms, his hand relieves. 


In  life he gives the sweetest joy,. 

Free from all minture of alloy j 

The sting of death he takes away* 

Amd grania the siaking 8 0 4  a s t w  
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@@me,then, ye little flock, be wise, 

Secure a mansion in the skies j 

T o  day begin to live to  God j 

Repent, believe, obey his word. 


Then shall you find, that wisdom's ways 

Will yield jou peace through all your days, 

And, uhen the night of death shall come, 

Will lead you to a heavenly home. 


Then shall you dwell with saints above, 

I n  works of eierlasting love j 

With the redeemed of every tongue, 

Shall praise the Lord in ceaseless song. 


SELECT HYMNS. 

On the death of a Christian. 

In vain my fancy strives to paint, 
The moment after death ; 

The glories that surround the saints, 
When yieldingup their brezth. 

One gentle sigh their fetters breaks, 
W e  scarce c m  say, I' They're gone !* 

Before the willing +it takes 
Her man~ionnew tlie throne. 



Faith strives, but all its efFortsfail, 
To trace her in her flight; 

40e j e  can peirce n i t h i n  the veii, 
Which hides that world of Iight. 

'Flus much (and this IS all) h e  knbw, 
rhey are completelv blessed j 

Have done with sin, and caie, snd weI 
And with their Sa?m rest. 

T h e i r f d h  and patience, lo\ e and zorl, 
Should make their meniorj dear; 

I n d ,  Lord, do thou the prajer fulfil, 
They offeredfor us he1 e ! 

Whlle they have gdned. a e  losers ale, 
% e miss them day by day j 

Itut thou canst every breach repa-r, 
And wipe our tears awaj 

Exhortation ~ O TCkildrew. 

LOIW,children, learn thls kind command 
T o  love the Lord your God ; 

3,ose lnm mth all vow heart and mind. 
.4nd spread his nameahroad. 

'Twas his kind hand )our being gave4 
And formed jou  of h e  ground j 

And 'tis the same almighty hand, 
Tkat fill= creationround. 



Soon as your infant years b e e n r  
Your life was eroivned with love I 

And every blessing you receive 
Is given yon from above. 

Let your first thoughts b-j morning light 
Ascend to Gad on high; 

And in the evening rnise your thoughts 
Above the starry sky. 

He loves t o  hem your infant cries, 
He bids YOU seek his face j 

Go, like the children of his love, 
And ask his promised grace. 

To him let your first vows be paid, 
He  merits all your love j 

Tell him, there’s none you love, like God, 
I n  earth, or heaven above. -


The Child’s Xesolution to se~lc t lwLord. 

Sow that my josmey’s ju&+egun, 
Ny road so little t r o d  

1’11 come, before I further run, 
And givemyself to God. 

And, lest I shouldbe erer led 
Through sinful paths to  strar,  

1would at once begin t o  tread 
In wisdom’s pleasant way. 
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T h a t  sorrow may my steps attend, 
I neier can foretell ; 

But if the Lord will be my friend, 
I know that all is well. 

If all my earthly friends should die, 
And lea\e me mourning here ; 

Since God can hear the orphan's cry. 
0what have I to fear ? 

If I am poor, he can supply, 
W h o  has my table spread; 

Who feeds the ravbns, when they cry, 
And fills bis poor with bread. 

I am rich, he'll guard my hearb 
Temptation tov ths tand;  

And make me willing to impart 
The  bounties of his hand. 

gut, Loid, whatever grief or ill 
For me niay be in store, 

Make me suhmismveto thy will, 
And I would ask ne more. 

Attend methrough my yeuthful way, 
W h a t e e r  be my lo t ;  

And -hen I'mfeeble, old, and greye 
0Lord,forsake me not. 

m e n  still, as seasons hasten by, 
I will for heaven prepare ; 

That God may takeme,when I die,
i'o &well &ever &ere. 






